
This information is provided compliments of Acme Rental Centre (3891 Chatham Street, Richmond) and is 
for reference only as each lawn is unique onto itself. Please call Martin at 604-271-3014 to discuss your 
personal lawn needs.  
 
The Rototiller 

Rotary tillers are popular with home gardeners who want large vegetable gardens. The garden 
may be tilled a few times before planting each crop. Primary tillage loosens the soil and mixes in 
fertilizer and/or plant material, resulting in soil with a rough texture. Secondary tillage produces 
finer soil and sometimes shapes the rows. Weed plants (seeds, tubers, etc.) may be exhausted 
by repeated tilling. The weeds expend energy to reach the surface, and then get turned into the 
soil by tilling. The cycle is repeated until the weeds are dead. 

Rotary tillers may be rented from Acme Rental Centre for single-use applications, such as when 
planting grass. 

The rototiller is typically propelled forward by the rotating tines and do not have powered wheels, 
though they may have small transport/level control wheel(s). To keep the machine from moving 
forward too fast, an adjustable tine is usually fixed just behind the blades so that through friction 
with deeper un-tilled soil, it acts as a brake, slowing the machine and allowing it to pulverize the 
soils. The slower a rototiller moves forward, the more soil tilth can be obtained. The operator can 
control the amount of friction/braking action by raising and lowering the handlebars of the tiller. 
Rototillers do not have a reverse as such backwards movement towards the operator could cause 
serious injury. While operating the rototiller can be pulled backwards to go over areas that were 
not pulverized enough, but care must be taken to ensure that the operator does not stumble and 
pull the rototiller on top of themselves. Rototilling is much faster than manual tilling, but 
notoriously difficult to handle and exhausting work, especially in the heavier and higher horse 
power models. If the rototiller's blades catch on unseen sub-surface objects, such as tree roots 
and buried garbage, it can cause the rototiller to abruptly and violently move in any direction. 

 


